236         PROBLEM OF SOVEREIGNTY
Its sovereignty can not remain entire so long as
there is disagreement, and the means to unity De
Maistre barely sought to discuss. He argued that
his papalism would prevent disunion and change
but he did not see that this was true only to the
point where the system carried conviction. That
was the meaning of Hume's caustic saying that
even despotisms are built upon consent, and it is
only in a world of De Maistres that consent to
such a despotism could be possible. The freedom
of thought from which the Revolution was born
may have been anarchy; we can then but note that
its necessity makes it sacred. We can not make
a fetich of obedience. To every one there comes a
point where to bow the knee is worse than death,
It was a realisation which Luther had at the Diet
of Worms, which came to Eidley and Latimer in
the open square of Oxford, to Dollinger, when, in
1871, he parted with a Church that was dearer to
him than life. We who care for truth can not
promote unity if its cost be the suppression of such
spirits. It may be that such an attitude involves
the dangerous exaltation of individuality. Yet
this is an interstitial world to be absorbed into
which is to lose oneself. A State that is so funda-
mentally one as never to need the wholesome spur
of discontent will doubtless avoid a revolution;
but that will only be because its corporate life is
dead. The one thing that seems to be historically
sure in an uncertain world is the fact that progress